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An Historical Contrast.

The subjoined article on the matter of
foreign intervention between belliger-
ents to restore the peace of mankind is
from a Russian source:

“ 1t is full time to end a senseless war. Spain's
appeal is a sort of capltulation, but, on the other
hand, America must voluntarily submit her pre-
tensions to a tribunal of the Powers.

“ America cannot avold dolng this, as her posi-
tion, with two long and cxposed coast lines, 1s such
as could not wltluund' the combined ficets of two
or three European Powers.

* Let Europe raise her mighty volce and restore
that peace to which mankind looks for the only
peaceful expansion and for the trlumph of civill-
satlon.”

This remarkable declaration was pub-
lished in the Novosti of St. Petersburg, a
paper at that time regarded by diplomats
as in close touch with the Czar's Gov-
ernment. It was printed on June 5,
1808, was telegraphed to this country,
appearing in THE SuN and other Ameri-
can newspapers of June 6, 1898, and pro-
voking in many quarters deep resent-
ment on account of the implied threat.
That was less than one month before
the destruction of Admiral CERVERA'S
squadron by the United States warships
off Santiago.

We do not reproduce the above utter-
ance in order to revive to Russia's dis-
advantage the faintest reflection of the
sentiments produced at that time by this
suggestion of armed coercion to compel
the United States to make peace with
Spain for the sake of the world’s civiliza-
tion. The resentment has disappeared;
the incident is almost forgotten. Noth-
ing but the friendliest feeling for Russia
exists anywhere in this country. This
friendliness is at the moment concen-
trated in'a fervent wish for the success
of the pfocsédings formally inaugurated
to-day at Oyster Bay. What American
does not hope that the way may be found
to & peace honorable alike to Russia and
to Japan? Who has anything but good
will for SERGIUS WITTE and Baron ROSEN
as they enter the conference with  the
diplomatic representatives_of Russia's
brave‘and self-restrained adversary?

Does Japan Mean to Keep Manchurta?

1t is taken for granted that any treaty
concluded between the belligerents in
the Far East will include among its con-
ditions the immediate evacuation of the
whole of Manchusia by Russian. troops
and the surrender of the railway which
runs from the Siberian frontier through
Manchuria to Harbin, and there forks,
one branch going to Vladivestok and
the o.her to Port Arthur. But what will
be done with the evacuated territory
and the surrendered railway? It has
hitherto been assumed that, with all
reasonable promptitude, the Japanese
soldiers would be withdrawn from the
three Manchurian provinces, with the
exception of the tip of the Liaotung
peninsula, which contains Port Arthur
and Dalny; that Chinese sovereignty,
now suspended, would become forthwith
operative in the reclaimed region, and
that China would take over the Manchu-
rian railroad system at its estimated
wvalue, thé price being payable, of course,
to its conqueror, Japan.

Such has been the current assumption;
but is it reconcilable with the news that
the Tokio Government, which has no
superfluity of funds, has decided to ex-
pend at once a very large sum of money
on an extension of the railway, which
already connects Fusan, at the south-
east corner of Corea, with Beoul, the.capi-
tal of the Hermit Kingdom, to Wiju,
near the mouth of the Yalu, and thence
through southeastern Manchuria to
Liaoyang, the scene of KUROPATKIN'S
first defeat, where a junction would be
effected with the railway running from
Newchwang and Port Arthur to Harbin?
Although the utmost secrecy, has been
maintained with regard to the matter,
there seems to be no doubt that rush
orders for the needful material have
been placed within the last few days
in the United States.

The material, we are told, includes
850 steel bridges, 150 locomotives and 2,000
cars. Significant conditions of the con-
tract are that the material is to be shipped
overland to one of our Pacific ports with
so much expedition that it may be de-
livered inside of two months at points
on the west coast of Corea nearest to the
localities where it will be used. It is
computed that, by the route selected,
the freight charges alone for the transpor-

_ tation of the plant will amount to at least
* $1,200,000, dt is further calculated that
the locomotives will” cost $2,225,000 and
the cars 82,000,000, while the outlay for

the bridges, which are to be furnished |:

by the United States Steel Corpdration,
will depend, of course, upon the tonnage.
Is it credible that a_country which has
been fcr eighteen months, aad is. now,
under enormous daily expenses would
: burden
“fmposed by’the constriiction of a railway
from the Corean frontier through Man-
chuiia if Japan means to sbandon that
territoryiat the earliest opportunity?
; It may be said that the egterieion of
‘the Fusan-Seoul .rallway.to -Wiju, and
thence to Liaoyang, would materially
facilitate the withdrawal 'of the immense

o I’h‘ wnder Marshal OYAN. . believed

to numuer half a million men, Such an
MVNM not explain. - In order,
me with celerity .its armies .
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in Manchuria the Tokio Government
does not need to expend a dollar upon
rallway construction; Mistress of the
#ea and of the railway running from
Hurbin to Newchwang, Inkow, Dalny
and Port Arthur, her quickest and cheap-
est course would be to convey OYAMA'S
soldiers to one of the harbors named,
whenoe fleets of transports would carry
them to the Island Empire. If, however,
tha Mikado's advisers have made up
their minds to hold Manchuria for an
indefinite period, under the guise of main-
taining order and of providing guards
for the railways, the possession of a
trunk line of communication between
Fusan, the Corean port nearest Japan,
and Liaoyang, would be of obvious ad-
vantage, nay, indispensable, in the event
of Japan losing temporarily the control
of the sea. Such a temporary loss can
scarcely be described as inconceivable.
The fact that railway communication
between Corea and Liaoyang is to be

will scarcely be denied by Japan's diplo-
matio representatives in this country,
in view of the orders for planta that have
been placed. They may repudiate,
however, the deduction drawn from the
fact. They may say that the construc-
tion of a road connecting the Man-
churian and Corean lines is no new design,
but has been contemplated from the
outset of the war., The purpose of the
contest being to secure an open door in
Manchuria, Japan would reasonably
wish to obtain her fair share of the profita
resulting from the exploitation of Man-
churia’s mines and other natural re-
sources. To that end the construction
of a link between the Manchurian and
Corean railways would manifestly con-
duce. So it would. But, if the motive
is so avowable and legitimate, why were
the orders for the railway plant placed
with 8o much secrecy, and why have
measures been taken to assure the for-
warding of the material with such ex-
traordinary despatch? ‘
We are not surprised that keen eyed
Chinese are watching the proceeding of
the parties to the coming conference at
Portsmouth with a good deal of anxiety.
If the thought that is stirring beneath
their phlegmatic faces were to become
articulate we should probably hear them
mutter * A plague on both your houses!”

Uniformity in Divorce Legislation.

Attempts are to be made this summer
to bring about uniformity in the legis-
lation of the different States with respect
to divorce, and commissioners appointed
by Governors of States are to meet for
the purpose. This project is more rea-
sonable than the agitation for a Federal
law on the subject, which would require
an amendment to the Constitution before
it could be enacted ; yet attempts at uni-
form divoroe legislation have been unsuo-
cessful in the past.

What shall this uniformity be? Shall
it be in the adoption by the other States
of the policy of New York, which allows
divorce for adultery only? In every
State except New York and South Caro-
lina, which has no divorce law, other
causes are allowed—desertion in all, and
cruelty, drunkenness and neglect to
provide in all except two.

Is it reasonable to expect that the uni-
formity sought for will be in the elimina-
tion of all causes except one, as in New
York, or of all causes, as in S8outh Caro-
lina? If there is to be uniformity is it
not more likely that it will have to be
In*New York's divorce legislation getting
into line with that of all the rest of the
States except South Carolina by allowing
other causes than adultery?

Such a concession by New York is
not at all probable—no more probable
than that the other States will change
their divorce policy to agree with ours.
~ The result would be the same if Federal
legislation was made possible by a con-
stitutional amendment. The represen-
tatives in Congress of the States which
allow other causes are so vastly pre-
ponderant that there would seem to be
no possibility of the adoption of the New
York plan.

Uniformity is feasible, however, and
eminently desirable as concerning the
period of desertion required for divoroe.
This diffes widely. It extends from
one year to five years, There should
also be uniformity in the period of resi-
dence in the State required to bring an
action for divorce. This extends from
six months in Idaho, Nebraska, Nevada,
South Dakota and Texas, to three years
in Connecticut and Massachusetts.

The Southern States are supposed to
be especially representative of conser-
vatism. In every one of them except
South Carolina various causes of divorce
are allowed. 8o also is it in the conser-
vative States of New England. In all
the original thirteen States of the Union
except New York and South Carolina
this more liberal divorce policy prevails.
The theory is that when matrimony
becomes an intolerable hardship because
of desertion, cruelty or drunkenness, to
wives more especially, marriage is legally
dissolved, and practically the majority
of divorces granted are to wives for
those causes.

So general is this policy in the Union

that it may be called the historical Ameri-
can policy as to divorce. Any attempt
to bring about its abandonment is sure
to be resisted by the great preponderance
of legislative sentiment,
. In the matter of residence and the
period of desertion required for adivorce,
however, uniformity of legislation ought
to be as feasible as it is desirable.

Certaln Survivals.

A Pennsylvania anthropologist wrote
THE SUN the other day that the modern
umbrella habit “merely extends and
variantly continues the cave dwellers’
ducking under their earthen or mineral
roofs to get out of the rain,”" Perhaps
this theory is more ingenious than sound.
"The hunter of the mammoth and the
cave bear; the hairy savage of the days
when the elephant, the rhinoceros, the
hippopotamus and the spotted hyena
wera on view on the Continent—though
Great Britain being then a part of the
Continent ‘the phrase cannot have been
in use—the pile dwéllers and lacustrine
squatters  were scarcely the kind of
people to dread a shower. They must
have acquired babit of ducking their

| heads_so & ugtter of survival of the.
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effected with all practicable despatch,

fittest when the flint arrows atd stone
axes weht flying through the alr.

Little girls would yell and run to the
cave even when the innoocent Thunder
Lizard stalked along; and even the
toughest little savage might “put” for
cover when ocertain monstrous flying
things, whose fragments are now hap-
pily at peace in museums, cama along.

Our ancient ancestors were in want of
many comfofta, but they scarocely sighed
or prepared the way for umbrellas and
raincoats. The umbrella is a plece of
Eastern pomp, a bit of royal and princely
paraphernalia; an Oriental “property”
tranaferred to the West and made
useful,

Still, some descendants of articles of
common use in megalithio or neolithic
times are now in use. A cane |s the war
club tapered down. A steam yacht is
a distant modification and refinement
of the dugout. A visiting card is a
modern form of tatt: slug. An auto-
mobile or railway train s the old, solid
wheeled early wain, driven by magio.
Baseball in a development and exten-
sion of the playful sport of the early
men, who “rocked” each other with flints,
glaclal pebbles and convenient boulders,
and the ballsucceeds a roundstone. Those
first settlers played golf with a big tree
bough and an enemy's skull; and gentle
croquet springs from the same savage
souroe.

It is likely enough that oounting-out
rimes go back to cannibal meals and
human sacrifice:, when the victims were
chosen by lot or magical oontrivanoce.
A fork is only a modification in steel or
silver of a forked stick, and plow and
fork are distant cousins. The hajrpin,
moat various, adaptable and widely
useful of all human inventions, and
mother of the arch and the croquet arch,
is but a piece of metal, first fortuitously
bent, it may be by s me EVE of the
primeval forests. The tall hat, or
“slicky,” is a funeral urn on a flat or
curved pedestal or platform. An even-
ing coat still shows the caudal embarrass-
ment of ancestors probably arboreal in
their habi's, just as the custom of back-
ing out from the presence of royalty does.
The relation between head hunting,
scalping and wigs seems clear, even if
untraced as yet by men of science. Why
do people bow and take off their hats?
Because their predecessors in the dark
abysm used to touch their heads to ex-
press their absolute submission to their
chiefs.

Why do people “touch glasses” when
about to talse a drink? To express by
this physical contact an intermixture
of whi kies and good wishes, just as
early tribesmen slit one another’s arms
and drank one another's blood in token
of blood community and communion.
Why do “muckers” curse in the streets
and public conveyances? Because other
savages cursed to make the crops grow
or to give their enemies to the gods of
evil. Why does a messenger boy never
run? Because early bearers of ill news
were apt to get their weasands slit.

And so on without day.

The Question of a Lover,

This question, as the handwriting in-
dicates, is from an engaged young man
who I8 not unreaonably solicitous that
his sweetheart should conduct herself
with careful propriety under the cir-
cumatances he relates:

*“To TRE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: 1 beg you
1o be 80 kind as to give your opinion on the follow-
ing matter:

“ A young lady is engaged to a young man, whe
i3 golng o marry her.

* Previous to her engagement another young
man tried to attract her attention, even taking
pronounced liberties, but she never corresponded
in any way to his attentlons,

" She hates him. and referred his past doing to
her betrothed, whose wishes are that she shotld
never speak to him nor have anything whatever
to do with him.

* 1t perchance he should meet her while she Ia
in company with another lady, with whom he Is
slightly soquainted, and shake hands with sald
acqualntancs and them astrstek out his Rand to
the young lady to shake hands with her what
would be her proper thing to do? VEsUvivs.

*NEW YORK, Aug, 8.

If the young fellow had been imperti-
nent to her she would be justified in re-
fusing to take his hand or to recognize
him in any way. She could properly
treat him as an entire strenger,

A square “cut” is the best treatment
for that sort of fellow. If the woman
friend with whom she is8 chooses to
recognize him, that is her affair, not that
of our friend's sweetheart.

“Cutting” is a privilege which women
exercise with the approval of custom,
but sometimes, unhappily, without the
approval of a good conscience. The
“cut” may be dictated by snobbishness
or by downright cruelty. In manyin-
stances, however, and especially in a
case like this, it may be a necessary
and laudable measure of self-protection
against impertinence.

That is, if a “cut” is an assertion of a
proper self-respect its infliction is not
only justifiable, but even obligatory.

Perhaps, however, our engaged friend,
in his natural jealousy, exdggerates the
offense committed by the young man
to whom he objects. If “Vesuvius”
burns with love for this woman is it
surprising that she has stirred a like
emotion in another fellow? Because
another yielded to her fascinations may
it not rather be a tribute to his own good
taste in selecting her for adoration and
to his greater prowess in winning her
heart? _

Long life and happiness to “Vesuvius”
and his bride, soon to be, we hope and
assume!

The war between Qovernor VARDAMAI;
and Governor BLANCHARD seems to have
smoothed its wrinkled front, and perhaps
the Louisiana Chief Magistrate will restrain
his wrath against impertinent revenue
cutters. It will be a bitter day when the
United States Navy and the Oyster Navy
are pitted against each other.

Our esteemed Paris contemporary, the
Matin, has seen fit to establish itself in New
York for the purpose of bringing the French
capital into nearer, more intimate and
more accurate relations with American
affairs. The news of this country, or at
least that part of it which is of foreign con-
cern, will hereafter be publi¢hed for the
French people as it never has be en published
before, and the fact cannot byt conduce to

| & completer
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therefore extend a dinoére and Nearty
weloome (o our able and ‘dlstinguished
contemporary and to ite olever and acoom-
plished representative who has just arrived
here from Paris; and we bespeak.for both
the consideration they deserve and which
will doubtless be freely extended to thiem.

MEVoR Bover smoved vor renk. u el

An easy way of inspiring confidence.

The Hon. WiLLIAM Joxy SToNS, & Benator
in Congrees from Missouri, has been talking
in the Cincinnatus vein to some of the farm-
em of his Btate, He sald that he was a
cow owner and thilked with both hands. Un-
doubtedly he is an expert milker, although
his specialty s egge, it Col. Biiu PasLry
i tobe believed. Mr. 810N also said face-
tiously that when he lived in Jefferson City
He cut off his mustache so that he could
drink milk in comfort. It is Impossible
that the Hon. Gum Shoa BiLL ever wore &
mustache. He has always beén smooth.

1 have tried

12 eoine T Hor “baouss Sriride Hantin,

MONTAGUR talks. MARTIN gets the ap-
propriations. BSuch is Benator MARTIN'S
song; and Virginia seems to listen kindly.
Still, there must be Virginians to whom
“I have tried to get for Virginia & part of
what is going” has an unplessant sound.
Wa can’t all be practical statesmen.
L ]

RUSSIAN SENTIMENT ON THE
EVE OF THE CONFERENOE.

Witte Classed With Alexieff as Advising

. Payment of the Price of Peace.
From a St. Petersburg letter of June 12 in the

Fortnightly Review for July.

For three days past the small portion of
8t. Petersburg society which takes any In-
tereat in politics has been languidly disouss-
ing the oconsequences of Mr. Roosevelt’s
oarefully prepared offer to Rissia and Japan
to appoint plenipotentiaries for the purpose
of concluding a peace. Hope, It must be
sald, has outstripped faith. While there is
no party whatever in Rusala which desires
peace at any price, there is no party which
belleves that Japan will offer acoeptable
terms. The attitude of the Lliberal party
changed on the day Mr. Roosevelt’s message
appeared. Sinoce the battle of Mukden it
had clamored loudly for peace, and as the
Csar's advisers seemed stubborn on war, no
reservation was made As to terms. When
peace glimmered on the horison all was sub-
ordinated to the question, Would Japan offer
bearable terms? The anti-war newspapers
one and all hinted at impossible humiliations,
and, like the reformers’' congresd just con-
cluded at Moscow, began to talk of making
the continued war, rendered inevitable by
Japan's greed, a national aflair. Or the
zemski.sobor (or representative assembly) of
M. Bulyguine, they sald, must solve the ques-
tion. The autocracy was not even fit to make
peace. Such was the popular attitude. As
regards the chances of success, diplomatic
ciroles expressed frank incredulity, Ad-
mitting, what every one knew, that Presi-
dent Roosevelt had issued his public note
after private consultations which left no
loophole for misunderstdnding, it was pre-
dicted that his intervention would end in a
disastrous flasco, the effect of which, by
frightening other would-be Intermediaries
off the ground, would be to prolong the strug-
gle beyond its normal length. “The Czar
will not, of courss, rejsct the offer,” sald
the skeptics; “he has already In private ac-
cépted it. But be acceptéd it as convener
of The Hague conference and to put himself
right before the world. As Autocrat of all
the Russias he has no intention of making &
surrender which will make his autocraey a
laughing stook.” Old time diplomatists;here
gibed mildly at Mr. Roosevelt’s vague human-
ftarlanism, and most of them are now quite
willing to make even bets that Viadivostok
will be under slege next Christmas Day.

Taking into account the Instability of Rus-
slan liberalism and the incredulity of diplo-
mats, such attitudes were perfectly normal
and characteristic. But It {s now bacoming
quite plain that the obstacleas to the conc¢lu-
sion of peace are not 8o much the extrava-
gance of Japan's expectations, even from
Russia’s point of view, or the naw diplomacy
of Mr. Roosevelt, but the hopelessly unprac-
tical attitude of the St. Petersburg Foreign
Office. 1t has, of course, long béen a matter
of common knowledge here that Nicholas 1I.
desired to continue the war. It was easy for
his Minlsters to advise ending a vain struggle.
But the pain and shame of surrender would
fall upon him and be historically associated
with his reign. The oppesition threatening
his autocracy would find the nsw cry, “hu-
miliating peace,” more potent than the old
one, “incapably conducted war.” But when
Nicholas 11., abjuring his old oaths and reso-
lutions, sanctioned the preliminary negotia-
tions which led to Mr. Roosevelt’s note, the
whole situation changed. The 8t. Petersburg
Foreign Office at onoce adopted a lofty and
indifferent tone, hinted that:

There's but the twinkling of a star
Between & man of peade and war;
and that Russia really cared nothing for the
issue, which was, If not a joke, a side ismie
and interlude in a campaign which was still
to bs continued till the Csar's armied were
victorious. The Foreign Office solemnly
kept up the pretense that Nicholas 11. in-
dulgently considered Mr. Roosevelt's note
solely to please America and to please Japan.
Yestorday the important piece of news was
given to inquirers that Russia had no inten-
tion of appointing plenipotentiaries, She
had no intention of making peace. But to
show her reasonableness, she would be very
pleased to learn the terms expected by Japan.
She would appoint representatives, not pleni-
potentiaries, who would listen to anfl report
anything Japan had to say. The Emperor
would be very glad to hear It, as &4 matter of
abstract interest. The fact that Russia had
been beaten on land and sea was of no im-
portance. She was the ageriéved party;
Japan had begun the war, and Russia must
continue her projects for inflicting chastise-
ment. But the essential problem—whether
the war had to be abandoned and an abate-
ment of Japan's preliminary demands se-
curad, or whether the struggle could be
hopefully continued in case Japan proved
too exacting—was left altogether out of ac-
count, Such were the conditions yesterday.
To-day the Forelan Office announces that it
has agreed to appoint “plenipotentiaries” in
name. But the function of thess plenipo-
tentiaries Is still not to consider terma of
peace, but to hear what Japan has to say and
report it to the Emperor. 1f the terms are
not altogether impossible, Rdssia, a8 the re-
sult, may consider the possibility of negotiat-
ing for peace. At present she is doing no
such thing. And so on, in the same lofty
atrain,

Thus, while the empire‘s military prestige
and olvio teanquillity are dead or bleeding
to death, the diplomatic policemeén are dis-
cussing remote Issues of infallectual interest
and refusing flatly to oconsidér facts before
their eyes. Their attitude,of course, may
change before anything written in Bt. Peters-
burg can appear. Peace may be assured.
But chiefly as the result of the unpractical,
obscurantist policy which Russlan stateamen
apply in all cases of peril, both well informed
natives and foreigners here are gloomy be-
yond words. Though the Minlsters and
official advisers of Nicholas 11. have bzen in
favor of peace since the fall of Port Arthur,
it is known that only two have the courage
to advise payment of the price which pesce
entalls. M. Witte and the supposed maker
of the war, the Viceroy Alexieff, who after
vainly offering his resignation now says
boldly that there is no more Far Rast so far
as Russia is concerned, and that the dream
dissipated as the result of his own sipport
of Messrs. Besobrazoff, Abaza & Co., must be
abandoned forever.

American Portraitare of the Englishman.

To tHR EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir; The state-
ment of the London Sp quoted by you yes:
terday, “It seems impossible for the cleverest
Ametican novelists t0 draw & recognisable Eag-
lishman,” is not surprising, The English simply
@_;mt a'u themselves ap OLhers 200 them. !

“Naw o-.m.’ PR Ortien
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: OHRISTIANS AND JEWS.
‘The Secretary of the Orthedex Jewish
Union Explains His Position.

To THR, Epiton or Tur BuN—=Sir; I am
pure that you will grant me the courtesy of
your columns to défend myself, so far as I
need defend myself, againat the charge of
*bigotry,” of which you suggest that I and
othet oontributors to the Jewish press are
suiity, because we express our views upon
matters affecting our community. 1 plead
gullty to a bigoted bellef in the dictum “Juda-
{sm for the Jew.” . But £ am equally blgoted
in advooating the better observance of Christ's
teaching by Christians,

In fact, I indorse your own words: “In
this .country of religious freedom shall any-
body be debarred from Inculeating the pre-
oepte of religion and from practising ite
oharity?* 1 would only like to widen the
application of this wholesome precept and

there is any reason why this

sk W e
lhg no one In every country, even
‘(i uoqunc Christian

et th

ussla.
rogT t t)'ou have only %nt noticed
oommunjoations to the Jew press, for

-&nmu %nbot the Jewish community
the fair mlnd:d observant followers of
ristianity woul Jonl ago have settled
this question If | had been able to command
Yy powerful organ to give It ublioity.

o “violence” of my attacks upon th
gettloments has grown with each new recrul
to thelr number, until to-day 1 100k
all “.i tions of 'uasecurlanlnm.
nlotinlun onallsm,” and “altrulsm® with sus-

plcion,
At all %van P when the unsectarian, un-
defiominational and altruistic teaching in
the 10 menta of which | complain takes
:EO orm of dlstinctly Christian devotion,

en I must be forgiven some warmth when
I try to arouse my own community to a sense
of its danger.

You gave publicity to two of my quotations
from the report of the Willoughby House
settiement in l!rooklrn; will you permit ma
to reproduce the third one that I aquoted:
The Headworker “asks: ‘Shall we work
bowrrd the uplifting of our neighbors, soclally,
I&w lectually, physically, morally?  Yes, our

(4} his, but our highest aim
s the presentation of Jesus Christ as Lord
and Saviour.’ *

From this it Is clear that it is not from a
qnulne. altrulstlo love of mankind unmixed
with proselytizing intentions, that these
Christians seek “to send a ray of sunshine
into the lives of children cooped up In dingy
tenements.” No one would welcome those
rays more than I. But I want them to come
direct from the source of lhslht, and warmth,
5do not want the rays of charity to be de-
ected by the mirror of Pre!udlce, or to be
strain through the yellow glass of hate,
black, virulent abuse u

le only one phase of the

oh t to be observed.

i w&’l'f welcome all rgnl hristian help as
hrun y as | will be gn of Jewish rolntanm.
If Christians want to aid in providing vaca-
f,lonr‘. mhuran. recreation centers, &c. for
ewish children, I shall be only too glad to
{ ive their assistance. But I am sure

. n% Jover of liberty, no true believer in
the righteousness of constitutional American
h‘l.tll tions, will ask that I or any other Jew
shall be silent, if it is made A prerequisite
for rl} this charity that our boys and girls
shall forswear their own faith and prostrate
themselves before the symbols of another
al‘gﬂnn. ALBERT LUCAS,

re of Union o

rthodox Jewigh Con-
ﬁr.ogn ons of United States and Canada.

YORK, Aug. 8.

nclude all t!

as a
Jewish

A Defense by the Editor of the ¥ Hebrew
Standard.’’

To T™ae EpitorR or THE SUN—Sir: In re-
ply to your editorial “Does Not This Look
Very Much Like Bigotry?" in Tuesday's
{ssue, permit me to state the case from the
Jewish point of view, and at the same time
make it clear why the Hcbrew Standard is
seconding the campaign organized by Mr.
Lucas against the Christianizing efforts of
the settlements and the missions.

In the first place, let me say that we have
nothing against the personality of the per-
sonsd engaged In this work, nor do we question
that these settlements are in some measure
good, that is to say, so far as the guestion
of the physical improvement of the children
Is ooncerned. What we strenuously object
to is to their “soul hunting” proclivities,

Wa admit, and with regret, that there is a
great dearth of Jewish Institutions in the
Jewish diatricts of Manhattan and Brooklyn,
but this does not give any non-Jewish organi-
zation the right to endeavor to withdraw
Jewlsh children from the faith of their parents.
To teach a Jewish child Christianity is ab-
solutely wrong, and these settlements and
missions would be much better advis if
they were to Instd some Christianity in the
hearts of the thousand of gentile New Yorkers
8o much in need of religion.

You quote Dr. I. Singer as an authority
upon the religiosity of the East Side. As
that excellent journalist is as far removed
from Judaism as the new Mra. Stokes, his
dictum will hardly be accepted unchallenged.

The whole question is not one of bigotry.
Thg being a free country we Jaws are entitled
l% ring up our children in our faith and we
0 jo«:’t the uncalled for interference of
non-Jews, he better the Jew, the botter
the aitizan, 18 an old Jewish maxim, and it
{8 yet to be shown that these institutions are
%l.ht in attempting to supplant Jewish in-

'1’;'?:?? use we are desirous of gseeing young
Jews and Jewesses “live up to their religion”
thl& we are In thl%‘ﬂght. lEto-mnrrow Jewish
settlements for Christian children were estab-
llihﬁ. say in the Hell Gate district, vou
would, and rightly so, characterize it as a
ﬂ'reut lm?enlnenoe

u‘? the Christian clergy
the district would certainly be justified

in resenting the attempta to teach their parish-
foners the tenets of a strange religion.

For over eighteen hundred years the Jew
has oa?urod every sacrifice for the preserva-
fon of his religion. To a{. in darkest
lnn-il:.o'oh'hhh“ ers and mothers are auzm‘--

ause they reiuse o give up their
ugud heritage. Bhall.li be said that now
n thie free country, the Jew permita “child
jeves” (to use Cardinal Gibbons‘s none too
strong term) to ateal ﬁww his children with-
out making a ntrnn{ ght? It would un-
nat rl’ wete he not to Acqulescence
would be branded as an act of cowardice.

It |s Jor similar reasons that we object to

r. and Mra. Stokes’s proposal to open a sort
of a mission on the East Side.

One word as to the methoda of these settle-
ments and missions. If there were an honest
attempt to teach Christianity without the
accompaniment of picnics, Christmas presents,
treats, éﬂormlnmenu. al monetary gifts
we would not so much object, for Judaism
nu nothing to fear from another faith, It

as withatood the ravages of ages. But when
an insidious policy is adopted, then we cer-
tainly have every right to offer a strenuous
oppoaition

It it ia bigotry to hold your own then the
Catholic and Protestant churches are the
most bigoted of all. If it is bigotry ta protest
against “soul hunters” then we plead guilty
to the charge. )

In conclusion let me say Yhat we will not
cease this campaign until all Jewish children
re withdrawn from the Christianizing in-
auanm of these settlements and missions
and placed in Institutions where there is a
g:wlnh atmoaphera and in which thev will
taught the faith of their fathers and thus
be enabled to become the best kind of Ameri-
can citizens. [. .. Brrr,
Associate Editor the Hebrew Standard.
New YORK, A\vr. 3.

A Jew Who Lauds Christian Charity In
the Ghetto.

To Tk Epitor oF TArR SvN—Sir: The
bitter denunciation of the Pastor-Stokes
nuptiala seems most general among the
orthodox Jews, yet this Is very inconsistent
with the fact that they are the enthusiastio
celebrants of Purim, a Jewish holiday (14th
of Adar, Jewish calandar, February or March),
ecommemorating the non-ocourrence of a
massacré of the Jews through the active
Intercession of Queen Esther, a Jeawess, Jews
have ever since lauded her noble act, yet her
husband, King Ashasuerus of Persia, waa not
a Jew, and she, too, had married out of her
faith.

Yes, it is sadly true that there is much
poverty in the Ghetto, and that proportionate
fields for oharitable relief exist. But the
Jews themselves are fully alive to the con-
ditions and maintaln many institutions and
socleties for giving relief.

However, the demands tax the abilities
of A ese institutions to_the utmost because
0
lél. Italian and other immigranta are largely

e youm‘ and vigorous, able eventually to

me self ing here, even to accum-
late means, Jewish i
past twenty years includes a considerable
percentagé of middie aged and even old
refugées from perse?uzlon, rriving here as
or a8 the law allows, who often fail to
me_ self-supporting because they no
longeér have the necessary powers,

Is it then surprising that notwithstandin
the nu?y active Jewish charities there is ati
room_for praiseworthy Christian charity,
and that “)nuquem, y sorae Jewish children

ive ri of t%rouxh kind Christian hands,
e perhaps their very parents, and maybe

.ncﬂuseng, are bﬂl}l alded by Jewish
garl () or either Jew or Christian to
find fault with such is worse -than bigoted ;
it is positively inhuman.

ewish criticism of Christian ?rmlnlum
s wrong. lytism i{s one of the main

migration of the

e following facta: While English, Swed- |

i

factors of p t su Christlan d -
ahoe; Yot is <o ever ?;m;;.
Bul solute relgious tresdom, |

udaism, if it so ' be
' te
R ohbid
00! .
1¢ wou m the du;r of the Jewish dﬁﬁ
{mprove th
3?.!1}, Mlmt?:ndv:l":ko no g‘r&lgllm o,m an

proselytism, \
his f and
Seneny i grunkard: gamss e SLagn Al

to posiat theit | ",,',',',,"2" ke The
efln eir in o
'l’ho w? fear Q:momlltlonl: they m‘ggt,;
“Take and keep temptations out of on‘r
eot ptations y

but the stropng m
An&nucc run eslst and overcome them.

tem teapot?
iy -'.n'lﬁ! : J: of orr':‘yladrn& pgg?

o
f one's heart not to thoso
One's TaIth —a matter of daily cocurrence?

ADOLPE OPPENREBIMESR.
Niw Yorx, Aug. 3.

Testimony of a Christian Missionary.

To TAE Epitor or THE BUN—S8ir: 1 was
very much Interested In the article in this
‘morning’s 8UN, “Does Not This Look Very
Much Like Bigotry?” '

During thé time that 1 was a student in
Unlon Theological Beminary | was connected
with several of the churches in the Ghetto,
and there had ample opportunity to study
the charity of the Hebrews. From what 1
saw 1 am convinced that were it not for the
Church and other Christfan philanthroplo
agencles the condition of the Jewish poor
would be very much worse than it Is at
present.

The Church has more than onoce advanced
money. to Jewish families dispossessed by
Jewish landlords. The Churoh has opened
all sorts of schools for the Jewish children
who recelve no religlous instruction at home.
e e e s atiof the Chrigtiana
made their earance
had ntart«f‘t’ﬁelrﬂ. The Jewish schools are
mostly anti-mission schools.

Why did not the Jews take %ore of their
own children before the Church opened its
schools? 'I'he Church has no desire to monopo-
lize the Jewish field. "IQ welcomes '5' 00~
oparation of the Jews. Thousands of Jewish
c’;lldren aré to ba seen on the Sabbath day,
the Jewish Sabbath, playing upon the llr%eu.

Most of the children who come to the church
schools have the consent of thelr parents.

ILet the Church and the lynr(fo(uo unite
for the purpose of savin thegﬁg r.?n. Away
with al? religious bigo r"! e Jew ought
to be the very first to we ?omc all w-launoo
to improve the condition of his people. Above
all, let ua have liberty. This |8 America, an
not Russia. AMos 1. DUSRAW,

NEW YORE, Aug. 2.

Germany and the Kaiser.

To TAE EpiTorR or THE BuN—8ir; When
I read the article "Possible International
Combinations” in this morning’'s Buw, the
qu¥stion came to me, Why, of all European
countries, should Great Britain be the cholce
in such a combination? It has at present,
with its Balfour administration, and aocord-
ing to yesterday’s SuN, an irresponsible,
meddlesome King as to foreign policies, the
only Government seeking to stir up trouble
between nations, though careful to avoid
fighting itself.

Emperor Willlam 1I. |s now 48 years old
and has been seventeen years at the helm
of Government. He has, under at first dif-
ficult conditions, maintained & peaceful reign,
devoting himself to the industrial develop-
ment and well being of his country. The
industries, which he has greatly encour-
aged, are taken as patterns in other
countries, Petty jealonsiea and trade envy,
which find spiteful expression in the press of
competing nalions, are due to this well or-
dered, peaceful adminiatration. '

Napoleon IlI. during his rule of eigh
years had three great European wars.

Money to prolong wars would not seem to
be the chief desirable ally in the interest of
peace. A. R

NEW YORK, Aug. 8.

Young Mr. Hyde's Exploratiens of Human
Charaoter,

To TAE EpITOR or THR SUN-—Sir: What
was that Alexander-Jordan “Trust Fund”
in the Mercantile for, anyway? How can
an insurance man stand pat if insurance
examiners don't stay put?

Young Hyde may be excused for taking
a cynical view of high financiers and low
politicians, The former, after making a
syndicated monkey of him, chuck him over
with pharisaic pretense of holier than thou
righteousness; and the latter, apparently,
can't be relied upon to stay bought!

THEOPARASTUS SCHOPENHAUNR

BortoN LANDING, N. Y., Aug. 8.

Swimming Dog Fashien.

To THE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: Your corre-
spondent, “J, B. W.,” has the right idea, but com-
paratively few of us are aoccustomed to ascend
the stalrs on all fours, and when the necessity
arises we are, as a rule, quite oblivious %6 the fact.
However, most of us have noted the movements
of a dog or other animal In the water, and it we
cbuld keep our wits about us and take a lesson
from our dumb friends we could keep afioat in-
definitely. Unfortunately at the time we are most
in need of the Instinct ‘of self-pregervation we are
usually handicapped with lungs seml-strangled.
To this add the terror and bewilderment conse-
quent to the occasion, and you have a combination
hard to combat,

As a swimmér who at a tender age learned the
art of natation “dog fashion,” I have found that
manner of navigation more restful, if practised
slowly, than floating on the back, which In rough
water 13 at times dificult. R.C.C.

New Vorx, Aug. 4,

The Political Machine.

To THW EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: For twenty
years | have heard political machines denounced,
and yet they seem to be as strong as ever. The
reason for this {s not far to seck. The political
machine can hold out hope of advantage (not neces-
sarily political) to every one of its followers. The
politiclan who goes it alone has no such power,
and hence, unless he {s & man of great magnetic
qualities, never secures a following of any atrength.

Now, I am not a machine man, but 1 think pauch
may be sald In favor of the institution, and I am
sure It does not deserve the indiscriminate denun-
clatlon which Is heaped upon it in some quarters—
notably by admirers of the British system. By
the way, are there no political machines in Great
Britain? 1t seems to me that there are, and very
strong ones. [ am told that they often select can-
didates for rural constituencles in London. Imagine
a political machine in New York selecting candi-
dates for, say, Schenectady or Troy! STRINA.

NEW YORK, Aug. 3,

From a Man Who Meditated Suicide.

To TRE EDp1TOR OF THR SUN-—Sir: Crossing the
Fast Rlver to-day I contemplated sulcide; the
water looked c¢ool and Inviting. Two oclreum-
stances held me back: one, an old mother who has
always been my friend: the other a blue eyed little
darling of a daughter, 2 years old.

On the ferryboat that I crossed upon were at
least a score of “Sisters,” who were no doubt full
of sympathy for the weakness of human nature,
but how impotent that sympathy when It might
be called upon to save a human life,

1 write these few disjointed sentences to show
that there Is a vacant place In the charities of this
great city, a place where suffering “rummists®
can go and recover from thelr occasional depar-
tures from the paths of virtue. OCCASIONAL.

NEW YORK, Aug. 8.

Florida Described as Not a Southern State.

To THE EDITOR oF THE SUN—Sir: It is with
much interest that the writer has read the recent
articles under the heading “Southerners and the
Negroes” In your paner. Your correspondent,
J. K. Bristol, has the situation well In hand did he
not term Florida a Southern State.

Florida never has been nor can it be, strictly
speaking, a Southern State. The home of the
broken down rencgade Yankee, the last stand of
the consumptive, the dark wilderness where the
escapades of the rich man's son may be hidden,
where the unfortunate from a dosen causes find a
haven of rest—that |s Florida. A mongrel State,
pure and simple, A SOUTHERNER.

NEW YORK, Aug. 4.

Franklin's Kite,

To THE EnTToR or THR SUN—S{r: While on the
subject of Benjamin Franklln I would like some
one to enlighten me on the kite stary. Of what
material was the kite made that it would fiyin a
thunderstorm? What kind of cord is a conductor
of electricity and who held the cord when the
lightning was brought from the clouds 10 earth?
I have never quite belleved this story, although
I have seen pictures of it. W. L« STOVALL.

ALBANY, Aug. 4.

Source of Electricity in China,
From the Singapore Free Press,

As the completion of the eleetric tramway draws
near the rumors among Ignorant natives grow
apace, The latest Is that 500 Chinese heads must
be procured and buried under sthe power house
before the “krets hantu” can start running. Incon-

OONGER TO RETIRE.

Mr. Loomis May Succeed Him R8s Ambage
bader te Mexioe.

WasRINGTON, Aug. 4.—Inquiry at the
Btate Department to-day brought forth
the information that E. H. Conger of lowa,
Ambassador to Mexico, had recéived two
months leave of absence and would proba-
bly come to Washington. It was inti-
mated that Mr. Conger would not return to
his post in Mexico. The stories current sev-
eral months ago, when Mr. Conger was sent
from China to Mexico, to the effeot that
after six months service as Ambassador
there Conger would retire, have been re-
vived. Officers of the State Department re-
fuse to divulge the plans of the President.
There seems to be no doubt, however,
that Mr. Conger will leave the diplomatio
servioe, dthomb he has declared emphati-
oally that be not go to Mexioto with the
un ding that he would retire soon,
or that there were strings of any sort at-
tached to his commission.

The question of Mr. Conger's successor
to Mexico was at one time supposed to be
definitely settled, but the Bowen-Loomis

isode upset the plans of the President.
1¢ was his intention to transfer Mr. Bowen
to Chile first, ultdmately send him to

rasil as Am r, and send David E,

ompson from Brazil to Mexico to succeed
Mr, Conger. Mr. Bowen's dismissal from
the IQI'V& and the unexpected promotion
of Mr. Loomis made a change in these plans,
and now it is not known what the Presicent
Intends to do. ‘There is a possibility that
Mr. Loomis will be sent to Mexico in Mr,
Conger's place, or to Brazil to succeed
Mr. Thompeon, who, according to the original
plans, would then be sent to Mexico.

LABORERS FOR THE CANAL,

Plan of Hiring Chinese, Japanese and
Italians May Be Abandoned.

WASHINGTON, Aug. 4—A hitch has oo-
ourred in the plans of the Isthmian Canal
Commission to employ 6,000 foreign labor-
ors on the canal, and it was said to-day that
there was a posaibility that the plan would
be given up. Members of the commission
refused to explain thw trouble.

The commission some time ago decided
to advertise for bids for the furnishing of
3,00 Chinese, 2,000 Japanese and 2,%0
Italian laborers on the Isthmus. The
advertisements were drawn up but were
never published.

It is known that the three Governments
whose subjects were to be thus procured for
labor have objected, indirectly, although
no intimation of objection on their part
has ever reached the canal commission.
Press despatches of yesterday from Tokio
say that the immigration officers there
object most decidedly to the plan for the
hiring of Ja and will prevent it if
they can. y undoubted)y have the
power to do so.

Officers of the canal commission said
to-day that the Japanese objection was
buod‘ upon erroneous information. A
commission of Japanese experts was sent
by the Tokio Government to the Isthmus
four months ago to make an investigation
of conditions there. This commission’s
report was decidedly adverse, dealing
ﬁmdolp.lly with the unsanitary conditions,

equate medical attendance and poor
water supply. S8ince then, however, condi-
tions have heen greatly improved and there
is now nothing for the Japanese to fear.

FOR A JOHN HARVARD CHAPEL,

Harvard Alamn! ¥Mere Askoed to Improve
Cathedral of St. Savier’s, L.ondon.

CAMBRIDGE, Mass., Aug. 4.—Harvard
members of the American Embassy at
London have sent an appeal to members
of their alumui asking for funds to be used
in improving the vestry in the Cathedral
of St. Savior’'s, Southworth, in which is the
memorial tablet to John Harvard erected
by former Am or Choate. It is in-
téended to join the vestry with the north
transept, oonvartinﬁthe whole into a chapel
g:h be known as the John Harvard Memorial

apel.

Aggxt $12,500 will be nmm
nlete the work, and $8,600 has sub-
soribed. The project has the indorsement
of President Eliot. In the dircular the
statement is made that “it is felt that a
memorial in London given by the gradu-
ates of Harvard University in honor of its
founder, who was an Englishman, would
make for the university a firm
on English soll, which would not be to ita
disadvantage.”

OXFORD SYSTEM FOR CHICAGO.

President Hiarper Announces Adoption of
the Small Group Plan. .

CHICAGO, Aug. 4.—Official announcement
was made to-day that the Oxford and Cam-
bridge system of group divisions is to be
inatalled at the University of Chicago. In
the latest quarterly statement President
Bnr?or gives out the information that in
the fall quarter the members of the junior
oollege will be divided into separate groups
of from 150 to 175 with distinct faculties
under direction of the junior oollege
faoulty.

The purpose of this innovation, accordin,
to the President, isto give the students o
the great university the benefits of a small

oollege.

Probably six ‘or eight groups will be
formed at first. If the experiment is suc-
oessful the system will be extended as raridy
as poseible. This eventually will necessitate
the erection of a numoer uf new buil/lings
‘whiffh will mzke the university a city in
(self.

NAVAL WEEK AT BAR HARBOR.

Many Entertalnments Planned for OfMocrs
of the Warships.

Bar HARBOR, Me., Aug. 4.—The most
powerful fleet of battleships ever in this
port is now assembled here. There are
seven ships, in command of Rear Admiral
Evans, who flies his flag on the Maine. The
ships are as follows: Maine, Missouri, Kear-
sarge, Kentucky, Alabama, Iowa and
Massachusetts, The Illinois left the fleet
while off Boston to experiment with the
wireless. She will join the shipa here 'ater,

During the stay of the fleet Admiral
Evans will remain on shore with his family,
who occupy Nasturtium Cottage on the
High Brook road. Plans are being made
for the entertainment of the officers and
sailors while here. With a M%'f‘i:et of

chts in the harbor and Vice-President

airbanks expected Saturday, the week
promises to be lively.

The battleships will leave here on Aug.
laot;ct:\n going to Portland and others to

The D. & H. Leases the Lake Placid Road
Until Dec. 31, 2403,

ALBANY, Aug. 4.—The lease of the Cha-
teaugay and Lake Placid Railway Company
to the Delaware and Hudson Company until
Dec. 81, 2408, was filed with the Secretary
of State ta-day. The road runs from Platts-
burg to Lake Placid and from Saranao
Lake village to Lake Placid and is eighty=
three miles long. The Delaware and Hud-
son has been operating it since Jan. 1, 1903,
and has changed the road from a narrow
to standard B:fe The bonds are guaran=
teed by the aware and Hudson and the
latter con:’puny will also pay ‘a 4 por
cent. dividend on the $2,000,000 preferred
stock of the leased line. Smith M. Weed
signs the lease as president of the Chateau-
gay road.

Brenx Militia to Have New Armory.

The city has taken title to a plot of ground
{n Franklin avenue at 166th street, in The
Bronx, on which to erect an armory for the
Second Battery, National Guard, of which
Major David Wilson is the commander
and which now occupies a temporary build-
ing in Bathgate avenue near Tremont
avenue. The new site is 200 by 125 feet,
and cost $85000. Siuce the oity held

ab the owners have been offered
u.:&“&. for it. Work will be started

| on the 000,
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